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IMPORTANT MESSAGE
The Stearns Compact Inflatable Lifejacket is a special purpose device intended
for use by trained police and/or military personnel only.  It has been designed
specifically for MOLLE (Modular Lightweight Load-carrying Equipment)
compatible system integration with various armor carrier vests. Its low profile and
compact back face shadow design attaches easily while preserving maximum
real estate on the armor carrier for optimum space utilization.  It weighs less than
two pounds.  When used and serviced according to this Owner•s Manual, this
device can greatly increase your chance of in-water survival.

The lifejacket has a simple zippered cover that will pop open quickly upon
discharge of a 33-gram CO2 cylinder automatically upon water entry, or manually
by pulling the beaded handle, providing over 35 pounds of buoyancy to keep the
wearer•s head above water.  An oral inflation tube with automatic seal valve is
provided for buoyancy adjustment and deflating.  Buoyant forces are tethered
through the neck strap to the body strap to distribute the load around the chest
with the wearer typically in a near vertical position.  Secondary donning of the
concealed seat strap provides greatly improved reclined flotation body angle to
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reduce bobbing in waves while comfortably awaiting rescue.  When fully donned
and inflated, this device is designed to turn most wearers face up within 5
seconds.  Due to mission specific configurations, we recommend self-testing
under controlled conditions to confirm adequate performance.  Rugged 1000-
denier cover is available in camouflage patterns and black with high visibility
yellow chamber and 3M SOLAS grade retro-reflective material and whistle to
enhance the chances for rapid rescue.  An all-black Stealth Flotation (SF) version
is also available for clandestine operations.

The Halkey-Roberts Alpha inflator was selected for its low profile, simplicity, and
field proven technology.  Its water-soluble bobbin technology meets the highest
ANSI/UL 1191 Type 1F inflation mechanism requirements for resistance to
inadvertent inflation from high temperature and high humidity.  Simply
unscrewing the cap on the Alpha inflator can disable automatic operation while
leaving the Beaded Handle operable.  Conversion between automatic and
manual operation can be accessed through the mechanism cover and
accomplished in less than one minute without removing the vest.  The
mechanism has individual green indicators on the manual activation handle and
the automatic screw cap that change to red when fired.  The automatic arming
status can be checked even in the dark by confirming with a fingertip that the
tactile button protrudes from the bottom center of the cap.  The mechanism does
not have cylinder seal indication, so the cylinder must be removed to check and
confirm that it has not been fired.  The rearming kit is easy to install and costs
much less than other more complicated systems.

WARNING:  Ballistic direct hit to the inflatable chamber may cause catastrophic
loss of buoyancy and/or secondary fragmentation of the steel CO2 cylinder or
other hardware causing injury or death.
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Please read the entire owner•s manual for more details about the use and
care of this Inflatable PFD.

I. INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

SPECIFICATIONS:
Chest Size: 30 … 52 inches (76 - 132 cm)
Weight Range: more than 90 pounds (41 kg)
Buoyancy (minimum): 33.7 Pounds (150 Newtons) when fully inflated
Inflation System:

Manual/Automatic Inflation Mechanism (located on your right side)
Oral Tube (located on your left side)
Beaded Handle (located on your right side) used to 

manually activate the inflation mechanism and inflate the PFD.
CO2 Cylinder 33 gram, 1/2 inch thread, from spare Rearming Kit.

- -USE REARMING KIT NUMBER 0978--

PRE-DONNING INSTRUCTIONS

CHECK THE FOLLOWING BEFORE EACH USE OR OUTING:

1. INSPECT PFD FOR DAMAGE

2. INSPECT THE INFLATOR MECHANISM

3. EXAMINE CO2 CYLINDER CAP FOR PUNCTURE HOLE.

IF PUNCTURED OR DEFORMED, REPLACE THE CYLINDER.

4. CHECK THAT THE STATUS OF THE INFLATOR IS IN AUTOMATIC 

OR MANUAL MODE FOR THE APPLICATION NEEDED.

READ PAGE 7 FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION!

1. Inspecting Your PFD For Damage
Make sure that the PFD is free from rips, tears or punctures. This type of damage
on the outside covering indicates that the Inflatable Chamber may have been
exposed to potentially damaging elements.  If these defects expose the yellow
inflatable chamber material, discontinue use of the PFD until you have the PFD
inspected by an authorized repair facility.  If these defects are noticed but the
yellow inflatable chamber material is not exposed, the Inflatable Chamber
should be checked for leaks.  The Inflatable Chamber should also be checked
for leaks at the beginning of each season and at least every two months during
use.  The leak test procedure is described under USER'S INSPECTION. (Refer
to page 12.) 

2. Inspect the Inflator Mechanism
Examine the inflation mechanism status indicators.  The Inflation Mechanism
Status Indicators will tell you if the inflation mechanism is properly
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ARMED/REARMED and ready for activation.  See diagram below for a
description of the inflator status indicators.

A. An unbroken Green Indicator Clip, Locked Lever, Green Arming 
Indicator and exposed tactile button shows this unit is •ready.Ž

The following examples show the inflator is •not readyŽ and must be serviced:

B. Exposed Red Lever indicates the CO2 cylinder may be empty.

C. Exposed Red Arming Indicator means bobbin is missing  and/or 
CO2 has been fired.

D. Exposed Red Locked Lever indicates that the CO2 cylinder may be
empty.

3. Examine Your CO 2 Cylinder
The CO2 cylinder contains the gas charge that will inflate your PFD when the
inflation mechanism is fired either automatically or manually. You must verify that
the CO2 cylinder installed is of the correct size and has not been previously fired.
To examine the cylinder, you must Unscrew it and visually examine the cap (the
flat surface on the threaded end). There are no indicators to show that the CO2

cylinder is full. The cylinder needs to be replaced if there is any visible damage
on the flat surface. See the product SPECIFICATIONS section on page 5 of this
manual to determine the proper size cylinder. Proper cylinder size includes both
thread size and CO2 gram weight. If the cylinder is OK, you must properly screw
it back into the mechanism. If the cylinder is damaged, discard and install a new,
undamaged cylinder into the mechanism.  

Additional Notes on CO 2 Cylinders:

€ FAILURE to properly rearm the inflation mechanism prior to installing the 
CO2 Cylinder will result in premature activation of the cylinder.

€ CO2 Cylinders are only good for one inflation and cannot be recharged.

€ CO2 Cylinders are made with a protective coating that may wear off after a 
period of use or exposure to the environment. When this coating is worn off,
the CO2 Cylinder may start to show some signs of rusting. If this occurs, 
replace the CO2 Cylinder.






























